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The opponents of the Constitution argued in 1787 that the
United States, ten times larger in extent than any federation in
previous history, was too large ever to be held together by a
common government. The three natural sections of the country,
Northern, Middle, and Southern, it was argued, might be formed
into three federations which could maintain and promote the
interests of those sections. But any government strong enough to
dominate the whole country, it was insisted* would have to be a
tyrannical super-state, supported by a standing army in a fortified
capital which would have no respect for the liberty of individual
citizens.

The supporters of the proposed Constitution, argued that the
larger a federation was, the less chance there must be that one
part of it could dominate the others. To set up three regional
federations was to set up political and economic rivalries which
did not need to exist? because they did not represent essential con-
flicts in the interests of the people. The central government of a.
single great federation^would have been designed by the people,
through their representatives, would be administered by officers
the people had chosen, and would be subject to control or
change at the will of the people.

The opponents of the Constitution insisted that the smaller
states would be swallowed up by the United States; the supporters
pointed out that a small state is always likely to be swallowed tip
by a hostile state, but that it finds security and liberty in voluntary
union with friendly states. The opponents of the Constitution de*
clared that the larger states would disturb the United States by
their powerful contentions; the supporters replied that those con-
tentions were sure to disturb the continent if the larger states
were not united, much less sure to do it if they were united and
so could be expected to arrive at peaceable agreements.

The opponents of the Constitution were convinced that the peo-
ple of the individual states could be protected only by their states
armed with full, or at least substantial^ sovereignty. The sup-
porters of the Constitution knew that conflicting sovereignties
had been the causes of most wars, in which the people have
regularly suffered.

The opponents of the Constitution in 1787 could talk only of the
difficulties of forming a new government The supporters of the
Constitution^ aware of the dangers facing the Confederation, de-